
best sellers contain a mix of different whiskies, cognacs, vodkas, rums and tequilas 
by some of the most popular spirits producers in the business.

“These items are on the best-sellers list because they are the ‘best of the 
best’ in their respective categories,” Williams said. “The majority of these are 
well established brands that have been around for a long time and have a very 
loyal following amongst varied age groups. The neophyte on the list is the Cîroc 
Peach Vodka, which is the newest flavor in the brand. Cîroc is one of the fastest-
growing brands in the spirits industry.”

SALES GOAL
“The 2013 sales goal is $283.6 million,” Williams said. “To achieve our sales 

goal, we will focus on store in-stocks and expanded headquarters purchases of 
seasonal and OTB products.” —E and C NEWS

Experiencing a slight uptick in dollar vol-
ume as fiscal 2012 concluded, AAFES 

buyers and stores were tightening the focus on 
in-stocks and the right balance of one-time buys 
(OTB) and distribution center (DC) assortments 
and inventories to meet patron preferences in 2013. 

Sharon P. Williams, senior buyer of spirits in 
the exchange service’s headquarters based Sales 
Directorate (SD), reported that through December, 
fiscal 2012 sales of these beverages were $265 
million, a 1-percent increase from prior-year sales 
of $262.5 million.

She told E and C News that with one month to 
go before the end of the fiscal year, “The spirits 
department is currently on plan to meet the 2012 
sales goal.”

THE ASSORTMENT
Williams said that the exchange service dis-

tributes its largest assortment of spirits — ap-
proximately 540 SKUs — from the Dan Daniel 
Distribution Center (DDDC), Newport News, Va. 

“We add and delete SKUs at least twice yearly to keep up with the prevailing 
trends and to ensure the items stocked in the distribution centers generate sales 
that warrant the space the products occupy,” Williams noted.

In terms of dollar volume, Williams observed that AAFES’s largest categories, 
in order, are whiskey, vodka and rum. “However, in units, the largest category is 
vodka, then whiskey and rum,” she said. 

Current trends impacting spirits “have been around for a while and are still 
relevant,” and include sweet dessert- and candy-inspired vodkas; ready-to-drink 
cocktails; flavored whiskies and rum; and Irish whiskey.

“Flavored vodkas have been the prevailing trend for the past three years, re-
sulting in a continuous flow of 
new items from all suppliers,” 
Williams said. “The flavors that 
we add to the assortment all be-
gin as one-time buys. Many of 
these are novelty flavors that add 
excitement but do not generate 
sufficient sales to warrant add-
ing them to the DC assortment.”

Newer “hot and growing” 
trends impacting spirits sales 
during f iscal 2012 included 
skinny, light or low-calorie vod-
kas and RTD items, and white, 
or un-aged, whiskey.
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Through December, AAFES’s spirits sales were $265 million, slightly above the prior year’s activity. Fort Polk, La.
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“Flavored vodkas have been the prevailing trend for the past three years, re
sulting in a continuous flow of 
new items from all suppliers,” 
Williams said. “The flavors that 
we add to the assortment all be
gin as one-time buys. Many of 
these are novelty flavors that add 
excitement but do not generate 
sufficient sales to warrant add
ing them to the DC assortment.”
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during f iscal 2012 included 
skinny, light or low-calorie vod
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or un-aged, whiskey.

BEST SELLERS

gin as one-time buys. Many of 

AAFES FiScAl 2012 
Top-SElling SpiriTS iTEmS*

 1) Crown Royal Canadian Whisky (1.75-ltr.)
 2) Jack Daniel’s Black Tennessee  
  Whiskey (750ML)
 3) Hennessy V.S. Cognac (750ML)
 4) Crown Royal Canadian Whisky (750ML)
 5) Grey Goose Vodka (1.75-ltr.)
 6) Cîroc Peach Vodka (1.75-ltr.)
 7) Smirnoff Red Vodka (750ML)
 8) Captain Morgan Spiced Rum
 9) Bacardi Light Rum
 10) Patron Silver Tequila
*Through December 2012. Source: AAFES

FiScAl 2013 onE-TimE BuyS (oTB) AddEd To ThE  
AAFES SpiriTS ASSorTmEnT*

George Dickel Tennessee Whisky
Evan Williams Honey, Cherry and Cinnamon Liqueurs

Skyy Moscato Vodka
Skinny Girl White Cherry, Island Coconut and Tangerine Vodka

Cruzan Key Lime and Passion Fruit Rum
Smirnoff Sorbet Mango, Lemon and Raspberry Pomegranate Light Vodkas

*All 750ML varieties. These items are expected to be in store in February and March 2013.
Source: AAFES
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