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• FORT GORDON, Ga.

Vaughn Gittin Jr., a Monster Energy ambassador and a 
professional “drifter” who currently competes in the Formula D 

series in his 2013 Monster Energy Nitto Tire Ford Racing Mustang 
RTR, traveled here on May 12 to delight troops and their families 
with one of his signature “Smokeshows.” 

Gittin gave rides to Fort Gordon servicemembers in the Monster 
Energy Nitto Tire Ford Mustang RTR, and fellow Formula Drift 
driver and Drift Alliance teammate Ryan Tuerck gave rides in the 
Gotta Have it Green Mustang 
RTR Spec 2. 

Patrons among the Mother’s 
Day crowd at the installation got 
the chance to drive HPI Racing 
remote control cars, sampled 
Monster Energy drinks, and took 
pictures with Monster Energy 
models.

“The expressions on the 
soldiers’ faces, especially 
those in the Wounded Warrior 
program, just showed how much 
they enjoyed it and will truly 
remember this day for quite 
a while,” a Monster Energy 
spokesman said.

Gittin is one of drifting’s 
most popular figures; he is best 
known for his aggressive, foot-

to-the-floor, big smoke driving style. Gittin is the only American to 
have won a D1 Grand Prix event, and has done so on two occasions.

COMMISSARY PROMOTION
Monster Energy is sponsoring a “Win Vaughn Gittin Jr.’s Mustang 

RTR” promotion in commissaries this summer. From July 1 to Sept. 
30, commissary patrons will get the chance to win the car. 

Within North America, military store entrants should text 
“MonsterDrift” to 90210. To enter outside North America, participants 
can snap the QR code on the poster or go to MonsterEnergy.com/
MonsterDrift. Twenty other winners will receive a Vaughn Gittin Jr. 
HPI AC remote control car.

Country Music Star Bryan 
‘Wows’ NEXCOM Patrons

• NAS OCEANA, Va.

More than 1,000 fans turned out at the Navy Exchange here to 
meet country music star Luke Bryan, and hopefully get his 

autograph during his appearance in the store, May 17.
In the photo, Navy Exchange Service Command’s (NEXCOM) 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Rear Adm. Robert J. Bianchi, 
SC, USN, welcomed Bryan to the NEX and presented him with a 
NEXCOM baseball cap prior to his meet and greet with fans.

The first 30 customers waiting in a reportedly “endless” line 
to meet Bryan received a free CD of country music’s “Entertainer 
of the Year.” Prizes also included tickets to see Bryan’s concert in 
Virginia Beach later that evening.

Wounded Warriors, Patrons Enjoy Monster Thrills

AAFES Talks ‘Economic 
Opportunities’ with Dallas Mayor

• DALLAS

The Exchange has been in the spotlight in Texas recently, particularly in Dallas 
and San Antonio, where local officials and media have taken notice of the Army 

& Air Force Exchange Service’s (AAFES) significance to local hiring and business.
In the photo, Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings (left) and Michael Immler, senior vice 

president (SVP) of AAFES’s Strategic Plans and Partnerships Directorate, discussed 
the Exchange’s impact on economic development opportunities at a City of Dallas 
“Grow South” event. The South Dallas revitalization initiative is currently entering its 
second year, with a focus on developing economic business opportunities that deliver 
a return on investment 
(ROI).

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
AAFES, the exchange 
service spent more than 
$575 million with local 
businesses in Dallas last 
year, including brokers, 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s 
and suppliers. This, 
combined wi th  an 
annual payroll of $187 
million, means the 
Exchange’s “economic 
impact” to the city 
— the existing $762 
mil l ion t imes 1.2, 
according to AAFES 
— is approaching $1 
billion annually.
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Ryan Tuerck and Vaughn Gittin Jr. thrill patrons as they demonstrate 
their Monster Energy Nitto Tire Ford Mustang RTRs and burn rubber 

during the “Smokeshow” exhibition at Fort Gordon, Ga.




