
Among the honored guests 
participating in the commemora-
tion were four World War II veterans, including Bill Hill, 
who fought in Normandy; Navy Recruiter Petty Officer 
1st Class, CS1, Arthur Hoskins, USN; Tech Sgt. Jose 
Guzman, USAF; Sgt. Steven E. Broomfield, USA; and 
Gunnery Sgt. Kenneth L. Bruce Jr., USMC.

Also present were representatives from the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy and Coast Guard (see photo, left), and  Thom 
Working, Director, Holland American Legion Band, along 
with the brass quartet; Jim Dunn, Deputy Director, Grand 
Rapids Home for Veterans; and representatives from the 
Salvation Army and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).

During their visit to memorials to allied troops in 
northwest europe, the band performed at the Normandy 
American Cemetery on D-Day and at other key battle sites, 
as well as played taps and laid roses at the graves of fallen 
Michigan soldiers. 

At the conclusion of the May 21 ceremony, SpartanNash 
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Dennis Eidson, and Executive 
Vice President and President of the company’s Norfolk, Va.- based MDV 
military division, Ed Brunot, whose father served in WWII in the Pacific, 
presented a check to the band to help with expenses, a book featuring 49 
stories about SpartanNash associates’ relatives who served in World War II; 
and several “Honor and Remember” flags for the band to fly when playing at 
the Normandy American Cemetery and during its concerts at several battle 
sites and cemeteries in France and the Netherlands.

The Honor and Remember flags 
serve as a visible tribute to all members 
of the U.S. military who have made 
ultimate sacrifice in service to our na-
tion in defense of our national freedoms.

• GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.

On May 21, military food distributor SpartanNash honored World War II heroes and 
their families in a commemorative event, which was organized in conjunction with 

a Leadership Gift by the Spartan Stores Foundation, to support members of the  Holland 
American Legion Band’s trip to France and the Netherlands to commemorate the 70th an-
niversary of D-Day.

On June 6, 1944, more than 150,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-mile stretch of the 
French coastline on the first day of the invasion known as D-Day that shaped the course 
of history. By nightfall on June 6, more than 4,400 Allied soldiers had lost their lives, and 
the ensuing Battle of Normandy claimed 209,000 Allied casualties. The D-Day assault on 
the German forces there, however, was pivotal in bringing World War II to a conclusion. 
Today, with the number of living World War II veterans dwindling rapidly, SpartanNash 
hosted this event so that the enduring memories of the men and women who served in that 
war are not forgotten.  

SpartanNash Honors World War II Veterans
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• ST. LOUIS

Consumer Products maker Ener-
gizer Holdings Inc. welcomes 

military category managers, buyers, 
store managers and patrons to three 
important additions to the Energizer 
Personal Care Portfolio. 

Joining the product group are 
three already popular branded femi-
nine care business lines — Care-
free, o.b. and Stayfree — that the 
company recently acquired from 
Johnson & Johnson. These familiar 
consumer names now bring Carefree 
Liners, Stayfree Pads and o.b.-branded items to Energizer’s already estab-
lished “femcare” lineup which includes Playtex Gentle Glide and Playtex 
Sport feminine hygiene products. 

According to the company, the new introductions expand stores’ feminine 
care assortments to meet all today’s active female patrons’ femcare needs, so 
a whole new generation of women can “Be Unstoppable.”

Energizer also supplies military stores’ Health and Beauty Care (HBC) 
and household departments with Schick, Edge, Skintimates, Wilkinson Sword, 
Personna, Wet Ones, Banana Boat, Hawaiian Tropic and Playtex Living and 
Playtex Infant Care lines.

Carefree, o.b. and Stayfree Join 
Energizer Femcare Lineup

An empty table 
setting at the com-
memorative event 
in honor of pris-
oners of war and 
those missing in 
action during the 
Normandy invasion.

Members of the Holland American Legion 
Band at the Aisne-Marne Cemetery in 
Belleau, France, perform a wreath laying 
and flag ceremony to honor Willard G. 
Leenhouts. Private Leenhouts was the first 
Michigan soldier killed in World War I.

Participating in the May 21 event honoring World War II heroes included (left to right) Gunnery Sgt. Daniel 
Wheeler, USMC; Maj. Robert Frazer, USA, Force Integration and Readiness Officer, Michigan Army National 
Guard; Bill Hill, an 88-year-old Army veteran who fought in Normandy; Cmdr. Sean Brady, USCG, Command-
ing Officer, Coast Guard Sector Field Office, Grand Haven, Mich.; Ed Brunot, SpartanNash executive vice 
president and president of SpartanNash MDV military division; Chief Petty Officer Dale Wheeler, USNR; and 

Jim Dunn, deputy director, Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.
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