
Mars/Wrigley and Advantage Sales 
Present DeCA with Donation for USO

• FORT LEE

Mars Chocolate North 
America/The Wrigley 

Co. and Advantage Sales 
LLC recently presented 
the Defense Commissary 
Agency (DeCA) with a 
$10,000 donation check for 
the United Service Organi-
zations (USO). 

The donation, made on 
behalf of DeCA, is part of a 
recent four-sided rack pro-
gram collaborated on by 
both Mars/Wrigley and the 
agency, and is one element 
of the program supporting 
military charities, stores and 
patrons.

DeCA Sales Director 
Tracie Russ, Deputy Sales Director Gordon Jones and Bread and Snacks Category Manager Arni-
elle Fernandez accepted an oversize replica of the USO donation check from Advantage Sales LLC 
representatives Vice President Sharon Grisham, client lead, Mars/Wrigley; Michael Sleighter, national 
director-retail operations, commissary division; and Tim Kneessi, business/customer development 
manager, Mars/Wrigley.

• QUANTICO

Marine Corps Exchange (MCX) employee Kim-
berly DuPriest was recognized on May 7 for 

her outstanding public service in support of child-
hood cancer research, when she was selected, with 
more than 30 other Department of Defense (DoD) 
employees, to receive the 2015 National Capital 
Area Public Service Recognition Week “Spirit of 
Service” award. 

 
PERSONAL CALL TO ACTION

DuPriest is a logistics program analyst for the 
MCX, assigned to the NAF Business and Support 
Services Division (NAFBSSD), Manpower and Re-
serve Affairs Department. In May 2011, her fam-

ily received devastating news that her nine-year-old 
daughter, Jordan, was diagnosed with ependymoma, 
a type of aggressive brain/spinal cord cancer.  

During their two-and-a-half-year battle, both 
DuPriest and her daughter made it their personal 
missions to bring awareness to childhood cancers, 
focusing on brain cancer. Jordan lost her battle on 
Nov. 18, 2013, but DuPriest used the event that would 

change their lives forever as her personal call to ac-
tion to find a cure for childhood cancers and support 
other families during their fight. 

DuPriest and her family are involved in numerous 
charities, including the Fairy Godmother Project and 
the Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (see photo) 
which has named DuPriest an Ambassador and cre-
ated a research grant named in honor of Jordan.

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
 This year’s theme for Public Service Recog-

nition Week, “Why I Serve,” was conceived with 
the intention to inspire federal employees to share 
stories about why they answered the call to serve 
and what accomplishments they are most proud of 
as public servants. 

The Spirit of Service award recognizes full-time 
career civilian DoD employees from across the Na-
tional Capital Region who demonstrate a commit-
ment to public service within the workplace and 
community and embody the core values of “Honor, 
Integrity, and Excellence” in their everyday service. 

NEXCOM, Industry Promotions Generate $250,000 for NMCRS
• VIRGINIA BEACH

On May 15, Rear Adm. Robert 
J. Bianchi, SC, USN (Ret.), 

chief executive off icer (CEO) 
of the Navy Exchange Service 
Command (NEXCOM) (left), 
presented a ceremonial check to the 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
(NMCRS) symbolizing the nearly 
$250,000 donated to NMCRS by 
NEX customers. Richard Dow, 
NEXCOM senior vice president 
(SVP), Store Operations, and 
Kathy Nelson, director, NMCRS 
Norfolk, Va., also participated in 
the donation ceremony.

Beginning in February, NEX 
customers were able to purchase a $5 card to benefit the NMCRS. The 
ticket entitled customers to specific discounts for a one-time purchase 
from March 27-29. According to a NEXCOM spokesman, customers could 

use the card to obtain a discount 
on products they purchased in their 
local NEX.

“Over the past five years, our 
customers have always purchased 
the benefit ticket to support the 
Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society,” 
Bianchi said. “This year was no 
different. NEXCOM is proud to 
present this check to the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society on 
behalf of all our customers.”

Adm. Steve Abbot, USN 
(Ret.), NMCRS president and 
chief executive officer (CEO), said, 
“The annual NEX coupon sale is an 
important event for the society. We 

are very grateful to the NEX employees and customers who purchased 
the benefit ticket. Your generous support will help many Sailors, Marines 
and families facing unexpected financial emergencies this year.”

MCX Employee Receives ‘Spirit of Service’ Award
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Displaying the $10,000 check donated to the USO by Mars/Wrigley and Advantage 
Sales LLC on behalf of DeCA are (left to right) Michael Sleighter and Tim Kneessi, 
Advantage Sales; Tracie Russ and Arnielle Fernandez, DeCA; Sharon Grisham, Ad-
vantage Sales; and Gordon Jones, DeCA. PHOTO: MARS CHOCOLATE NORTH AMERICA


