
Wilson Confirmed as 
Air Force Secretary

• WASHINGTON

On May 8, Air Force 
veteran and former 

New Mexico 1st District 
Congresswoman Heather 
Wilson was confirmed by 
the Senate as secretary of 
the Air Force. She suc-
ceeds Deborah Lee James, 
who served for slightly 
over three years   in the 
position, from Dec. 13, 
2013, to Jan. 20, 2017. Lisa Disbrow, the under-
secretary of the Air Force since 2016, had been 
acting secretary of the Air Force since Jan. 20. 

Wilson — who was nominated for the Air 
Force secretary’s position by President Trump on 
Jan. 23, 2017 — stepped down from her most 
recent position as the president of the South 
Dakota School of Mines & Technology to take 
the post, where she is responsible for organizing, 
training and equipping the Air Force’s active-
duty, Guard, reserve and civilian Airmen, as 
well as managing the service’s budget.

 
WILSON’S CAREER

During her more than 10-year congressio-
nal career, Wilson served on the House Armed 
Services Committee (HASC), the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence and the 
House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

Wilson’s seven years as an Air Force officer 
took her to Europe, where she served during 
the Cold War including as a negotiator and 
political adviser to the USAF in England, and 
as a defense planning officer for NATO in Bel-
gium. Subsequently, she became director for 
European Defense Policy and Arms Control, 
and served on the National Security Council 
(NSC) Staff under President George H.W. Bush. 

She also worked as an advisor to several 
large defense and scientific organizations both 
before and after her congressional career.

Wilson graduated from the Air Force Acad-
emy in 1982, later earning her master’s and 
doctoral degrees as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford 
University in England. 

The daughter and granddaughter of aviators, 
Wilson is an instrument-rated private pilot.

Dowling Appointed DeCA’s Acting Director/CEO 
       • FORT LEE

Michael A. Dowling, SES, was appointed the Defense Commissary Agen-
cy’s (DeCA) acting director and chief executive officer (CEO), taking the 

agency’s reins following the retirement of DeCA Director and CEO Joseph H. 
Jeu, who retired on June 3. As the search continues for a new director, Dowling 
will lead the agency until a direct replacement for Jeu is named, and he will 
also remain the agency’s deputy director and chief operating officer (COO).

The announcement of Dowling’s appointment, effective June 4, was made 
on May 27 by Acting Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 
Stephanie Barna, who called on DeCA personnel to continue to provide the 
“high quality of support and assistance for which the DeCA team is renowned.” 

Dowling, who served 10 years in the Army prior to his first position with 
the Troop Support Agency (TSA) — one of DeCA’s predecessor commissary agencies — has held a 
number of other high-ranking leadership positions during the past more than quarter century, in-
cluding director of both DeCA Europe and DeCA East on various occasions, director, Performance 
and Policy; deputy director, Operations and Product Support Business Area; chief, Logistics Division 
and chief, DeCA Liaison Office, Defense Personnel Support Center (DPSC), Philadelphia, Pa. 

OTHER PERSONNEL MOVES
Also in the Headquarters Command Staff, Teena P. Standard, executive officer to the director, is 

now dual-hatted as acting chief performance officer, a role that was previously fulfilled by Christo-
pher Burns, who now is the executive director of the Business Transformation Office.

Other moves include the appointment of Ronald J. Kelly as chief, Strategic Public Affairs Divi-
sion, succeeding Gary Frankovich, who has left the agency; Ronald Yoder being named chief, Store 
Operations, where he succeeds now-DeCA East Director Bonita Moffett; and the appointment of 
Anita Laury as staff liaison specialist in DeCA’s Washington, D.C., Office, where she will work with 
Robin E. Schmidt, the director of that office.

Further, Gina L. Statham (program manager); Noel A. Harris (acting chief, Planning/Energy Divi-
sion); Dr. Lakia L. Johnson (chief, Store Services Support Division); and Neville A. Gallimore (chief, 
Management and Oversight) all recently took on new roles with the agency. 

JEU RETIREMENT
Jeu retired after more than 38 years of federal service, 

the past six years-plus at the helm of the commissary 
agency. 

During his retirement ceremony, Jeu, who was ac-
companied by his wife, Sung-Hee, thanked the men 
and women of DeCA and its industry partners, saying, 
“I have been extremely fortunate to have worked with 
so many wonderful and talented people, and it is never 
about one person,” Jeu said. “Rather, it is about everyone 
working together as one team with a purpose, dedica-
tion and commitment. We can and do accomplish so 
much more when we work as one team … . 

“It has been an extraordinary honor and privilege to 
have worked with exceptionally dedicated and passion-
ate people at DeCA,” he said. … I leave with the utmost 
respect, gratitude and fondness for the DeCA team.”  

Barna, whose office has direct oversight of DeCA, 
officiated Jeu’s ceremony and presented him with the Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) Civil-
ian Career Service Award (see photo).  

Barna said, “I believe, with every fiber of my being, that it is because of Joe Jeu, with his incredibly 
high standards of performance; keen business acumen; knack for innovation; consummate focus on 
the customer; his ‘roll up your sleeves’ commitment to sheer hard work; and last, but certainly not 
least, his stalwart integrity … that 
we are strong and ready to deliver 
a valued 21st century commissary 
benefit to the next generation of 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, 
retirees and their families … here 
at home and across the globe … in 
war and in peace … now and into 
the future.” 
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Brown to Take Command of 
CGCSC, CGX

• CHESAPEAKE

In a change-of-command ceremony to be held on June 30, 
Capt. Bruce C. Brown, USCG, is to become commander of 

the Coast Guard Community Services Command (CGCSC), 
the entity that oversees the Coast Guard Exchange (CGX). 
He succeeds Capt. Robert L. Whitehouse, USCG, who had 
served in this capacity since June 27, 2014.

Whitehouse’s new assignment is as resource management 
chief, Coast Guard Atlantic Area Command, Portsmouth, Va.

BROWN’S CAREER
A native of Bay Shore, N.Y., Brown’s most recent post 

prior to being named CGCSC commander was as com-
manding officer at USCG Base Elizabeth City, N.C. He joined the Coast Guard 
in 1984. with his first assignment aboard the USCGC Firebrush (WLB-393), 
Kodiak, Alaska. He later was stationed at Loran-C Station Malone, Fla. and then 
Group Fort Macon, Atlantic Beach, N.C., followed by time aboard USCGC Storis 
(WMEC-38), in Kodiak.

After completing Officer Candidate School in 1995, Brown was stationed in 
Mobile, Ala., as Officer in Charge of Law Enforcement Detachment Eight Charlie, 
In 1997, he was assigned as the Systems Development Branch Chief and Special 
Projects Officer for the USCG Finance Center, Va. During his tour at the Finance 
Center, he was recipient of the CG Chief Financial Officer Award of Excellence. 

From 2001 through 2006, Brown was stationed as comptroller, CGAS Clear-
water, Fla. From June 2006 through October 2007, he was stationed here at Coast 
Guard headquarters as comptroller, CG-8. In 2008, he was the recipient of the 
CG Chief Financial Officer Award of Excellence in the Senior Officer category.

Following his tour at Coast Guard headquarters, Brown reported to the Sev-
enth Coast Guard District, Miami, Fla., as deputy chief of Resources. In 2010, 
he served as Finance Section Chief (FSC) for the Seventh Coast Guard District 
Incident Management Team.

Brown later served as Logistics Department Head and 
Commanding Officer of Military Personnel at Coast Guard 
Sector St. Petersburg, Fla., and followed that assignment 
by being named in May 2014 as the commanding officer 
at USCG Base Elizabeth City, his most recent post prior to 
being named CGCSC commander.

In addition to his CG Chief Financial Officers Award of 
Excellence award, Brown’s military decorations include five 
Meritorious Service Medals; five Commendation Medals; two 
Achievement Medals; the Armed Forces Service Medal; the 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; and the NATO Medal. 

Brown is an accomplished author, having written nu-
merous books about the Internet and other topics, includ-
ing “The Complete Guide to Affiliate Marketing on the Web” and “Returning 
from the War on Terrorism: What Every Veteran Needs to Know to Receive Your 
Maximum Benefits.”

Brown

Whitehouse

AAFES Announces ‘Re-Establish-
ment’ of Europe/SWA Region

• DALLAS

With its mission outside the U.S. growing along 
with increased exercises and training in the 

region, the Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
(AAFES) announced that it was “re-establishing” 
its Europe/Southwest Asia Region along with the 
region’s senior vice president (SVP) billet. Simulta-
neously it named Jason Rosenberg as region SVP.

Headquartered in Sembach, Germany, and led 
by its commander, Col. Geoffrey C. De Tingo, USA, 
AAFES’s Europe/Southwest Asia Region encompasses 
operations in Germany; Belgium; the Netherlands; 
Italy; United Kingdom; Norway; Turkey; the Balkans (Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Romania, Bulgaria); Poland; the Azores; and contingency areas. 

“When the Department of Defense (DoD) began aggressive force 
restructuring efforts in 2012, the Exchange right-sized operations 
and consolidated its European, Southwest Asia and Pacific operations 
into a single OCONUS region,” an AAFES spokesman explained. 
“While this was the right decision at the time, the military mission 
outside the U.S. is today growing in response to a variety of emerging 
international challenges. This required a reexamination of the 
Exchange’s overseas capabilities to ensure staffing is appropriately 
structured to support the increasing frequency of important bilateral 
and multilateral exercises and training. 

“Our analysis highlighted an urgent need to reestablish the Eu-
rope/SWA region and senior vice president (SVP) position to allow 
for maximum responsiveness and service.”

To help the region reach its goals, Rosenberg, who had been the 
region’s vice president–primary, began serving as the senior vice 
president (SVP) of the Exchange’s re-established Europe/Southwest 
Asia region, effective on May 21.

Immediately prior to that, Karin Duncan had been the sole OCO-
NUS Region SVP, covering both Pacific and Europe/Southwest Asia. 
With this latest move, she remains Region SVP for the Pacific, with 
Rosenberg the SVP for Europe/Southwest Asia.

ROSENBERG
Rosenberg has been with the Exchange for almost 28 years, hold-

ing a variety of leadership positions, including main store manager; 
store manager (deployed); general manager (GM); and area manager. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and a 
master’s degree in Business Administration with a major in Strategic 
Leadership. 

“Jason’s experience and education will be a significant force mul-
tiplier to the Exchange’s Europe/SWA region team as they support 
our warfighters at the tip of the spear,” the spokesman said.

Rosenberg

Defense Budget Request Restores Full Funding for Commissaries
• WASHINGTON

Unveiled on May 23, the President’s proposed budget request of $639.1 
billion for the Department of Defense (DoD) for fiscal 2018 included 

full funding for the Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA). 
In general terms, John Roth, performing the duties of DoD comptroller, 

said funding for the department’s budget — which is made up of $574.5 
billion in base funding and $64.6 billion for Overseas Contingency Opera-
tions (OCO) — is “required to continue to rebuild warfighting readiness 
and will restore program balance by fixing the holes created by previous 
budget cuts.” The Budget Control Act (BCA) and sequestration have “done 
more damage to our readiness than the enemies in the field,” Secretary 
of Defense James Mattis said in answer to a question about sequestration 
from Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-S.C) during a Senate Appropriations defense 
subcommittee hearing on May 22.

WORKING CAPITAL
With challenging revenue-generating commissary reforms still a work 

in progress, the 2018 request includes $1.389 billion in working capital 
funds for DeCA, up about $74 million from the 2016 request, before it was 
ratcheted back last year. In 2017, President Obama’s $1.214 billion request 
included about $100 million less for commissaries than fiscal 2016.

The commissary working capital proposal would restore the $73 million 
reduction in total personnel compensation that occurred from 2016 to 
2017, while adding a further $20 million, about 3.4 percent over the 2016 
amount. The budget breakdown estimates the commissary workforce will 
decrease slightly from 13,027 in 2017 to 12,957 in 2018, which neverthe-
less, would be up 425 full-time equivalents from 2016.
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NEXCOM Names  Carrow PA Officer
• VIRGINIA BEACH

The Navy Exchange Service Command (NEXCOM) recently named Courtney Carrow as its public affairs officer (PAO). She fills a previously 
vacant post that was last staffed by Kelley Stirling.

Carrow comes to NEXCOM after serving for the past two years as legislative director for Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.), who, as a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee (HASC), served on the committee’s Military Personnel Subcommittee. 

Carrow earlier served as unit political director for the Republican Party of Virginia; and in a number of positions for Rep. Rob Wittman (R-Va.), 
including political field director, scheduler, legislative correspondent/outreach coordinator, campaign manager, finance director, and senior legisla-
tive assistant.

Currently also a lieutenant in the Navy Reserve, Carrow recently served as Navy PAO for an eight-month term in Logar Province, Afghanistan. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science and Political Philosophy from Florida State University, later attending the Naval War 

College, where she earned a Master of Arts degree in National Security and Strategic Studies.
  —E and C NEWS

IOSEFO, SALGADO
Since AAFES realigned and “delayered” its 

CONUS regions in February 2016, Iosefo had 
been the primary VP for the Central Region’s 
South Texas Area. Prior to that, she served in 
numerous executive and store-level positions 
during her AAFES career, which she began in 
1989 as a foodservice worker.

Among the positions she has held include 
area manager of the Eastern Region, responsible 
for Virginia and the Carolinas; general manager 
(GM) of the Fort Bragg, N.C., Fort Gordon, Ga., 

and Misawa, AB, Japan, exchanges; and retail business manager, Okinawa, 
Japan, Exchange.

Salgado has served as GM at a number of AAFES locations during his ca-
reer. In addition to leading two of the JB San Antonio, Texas, stores, he has 
been the GM at Maxwell AFB/Gunter Annex, Ala.; U.K. East Consolidated, 
RAF Lakenheath, England; and Yokota AB, Japan.

• DALLAS

Anna Iosefo, formerly the Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service (AAFES) primary vice 

president (VP) of the Central Region, was named 
the Exchange’s VP of the Merchandising Di-
rectorate (MD) effective in April, and Lorenzo 
Salgado was named regional VP, Central Region. 

Iosefo succeeded Karen Cardin, who had been 
wearing two hats as MD VP and e-Commerce 
senior VP (SVP) since the late October retirement 
of John Engroff (see E and C News, November 
2016). Cardin continues as e-Commerce SVP.

 In his new role as the Central Region’s Regional VP, Salgado will be based 
at Lackland AFB, Texas. Most recently he had been general manager (GM) of 
the Lackland and Randolph Exchanges, both part of JB San Antonio, Texas.

According to an Exchange spokesman, Salgado is Iosefo’s “replacement” 
for the South Texas area. As this issue went to press, the Central Region did 
not have a primary VP.

Cardin Iosefo Salgado

AAFES Names Merchandising and Central Region VPs
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