
David O’Brien Martin, 
68, a former Republi-

can member of the House of 
Representatives who directly 
preceded current Secretary 
of the Army John McHugh 
as representative from the 
24th District in upper New 
York State, passed away on 
Nov. 20.

Born in St. Lawrence 
County, Martin served in 
the Marines from 1966 to 
1970, and later served in 
the New York State Assem-
bly before being elected 
in 1980 to the first of six 
terms in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Martin was a mem-
ber of the House Armed Services Committee 
(HASC), and he served as the ranking Republican 
on the original Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(MWR) panel which included Rep. Dan Daniel 
(D-Va.). 

Martin is said to have been instrumental in 
helping to persuade the Army to relocate the 
10th Mountain Division to Fort Drum, N.Y. This 
brought servicemembers and their families to the 
region, and launched a $1.3 billion construction 
project at the base.

“David was a true friend, a Marine, and a 
right-hand man to the late Rep. Dan Daniel of 

Virginia. He always sup-
ported military resale 100 
percent, and above all was 
a protector of the military, 
their way of life, and their 
families. Our nation has 
lost a true servant. Keep 
him in our prayers,” said 
Will Cofer, president and 
chief executive officer 
(CEO) of Will Cofer As-
sociates and former HASC 
professional staff member.

After leaving public of-
fice in 1993, Martin taught 
at the Naval War College 
in Newport, R.I. He later 
became vice president 
for state and local af-
fairs for the National Soft 

Drink Association, and was president of the trade 
group’s subsidiary InterBev Ltd. At the time of his 
death, he was president of lobbyist Martin, Fisher, 
Thompson and Associates.

He is survived by his wife, Dana, three daugh-
ters, and two grandchildren. A celebration of his 
life was held on Nov. 27 at St. Bernadette Catho-
lic Church, Hedgesville, W. Va., with interment at 
Arlington National Cemetery, Va. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family has asked that memorials be made 
to the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation and/
or the Wounded Warrior Project.
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