
hall accomplished the achievement. “It is es-
pecially honorable for a recruit mess hall to be 
recognized with this prestigious award — the 
intense pace at the recruit locations requires a 
well-trained staff and a commitment to excel-
lence,” said Greg Verone, president of Sodexo’s 
government services division, after Parris Island 
first won the award in 2011. “It’s great to see 
that excellence acknowledged.”

Being selected a W.P.T. Hill award 
winner from among the many mess 

halls competing is a gratifying achieve-
ment, but to do it three consecutive years 
is an quite an accomplishment.

Parris Island’s First Recruit Training Bat-
talion mess hall holds that distinction, as 
it won the Maj. Gen. William Pendleton 
Thompson Hill Memorial Award in the 
foodservice contracted garrison mess hall 
category for the third year running.

“The foodservice staff at Parris Island 
keeps winning because they take pride in 
what they do on a daily basis and they 
were the best in their category to com-
pete,” said Master Gunnery Sgt. Rodney 
O’Bannon, one of the competition’s judg-
es this year.

The First Recruit Training Battalion Mess Hall 
has been operated and staffed by a civilian contrac-
tor since 2002. The mess hall has 75 employees 
with 30 to 35 on duty at any given time who pre-
pare and serve approximately 3,600 meals daily, 
said Wayne Skuthan, the facility’s general manager.

Sodexo operates the First Recruit Training Bat-
talion mess hall and four others at Parris Island. 
When it began the contract in 2002, Sodexo op-
erated six foodservice facilities at Parris Island. 
Previously, Marine cooks ran the kitchens and 
recruits provided the bulk of mess hall manpower 
during one of their training weeks.

Adding to the distinction is that a recruit mess 

Best Full Food Service Contracted 
Garrison Mess Hall

Mess Hall 590, 1st Recruit Training BN, MCRD ERR Parris Island, S.C.

Parris Island’s First Recruit Training Battalion mess hall won 
the Maj. Gen. William Pendleton Thompson Hill Memorial 
Award in the foodservice contracted garrison mess hall cat-
egory for the third consecutive year. (PHOTO COURTESY: DVIDS)

A table is set 
and ready for 
U.S. Marines 
with Charlie 

Company, First 
Recruit Train-
ing Battalion, 

Recruit Training 
Regiment Depot, 

Parris Island. 
(PHOTO COURTESY: 

SGT. ESDRAS RUANO, 

USMC)

U.S. Marine Recruits sample the salad bar at the First 
Recruit Training Battalion mess hall aboard Marine 

Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island. 
(PHOTO COURTESY: SGT. ESDRAS RUANO, USMC)
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