
Winners of the Air Force John L. 
Hennessy, Air National Guard 
Senior Master Sgt. Kenneth 

Disney and Marine Corps W.P.T. 
Hill awards have all been recog-
nized for team achievements, but 
the entire competition is not yet 
complete.

One last individual prize re-
mains, and that is the announce-
ment of the Hennessy Award of 
Excellence winner to be made dur-
ing the Armed Forces Forum for 
Culinary Excellence, a weeklong 
training and education program at 
the Culinary Institute of America 

(CIA) in Greystone, Calif.
Judges, during the weeks of 

evaluation devoted to deciding 
2014 Hennessy winning teams, also 
selected a group of 32 outstanding 
culinary specialists to attend the 
Forum, up from 25 last year.

These 32 outstanding service 
members, from the U.S. Air Force 
and the U.S. Marine Corps, have a 
unique educational opportunity to 
develop their foodservice and man-
agement skills while also earning 
certification that can be applied to 
a future in the hospitality industry.

Scheduled for Oct. 6-10, 2014, 
the Forum lets service members 
broaden their culinary knowledge 
through hands-on classes, semi-
nars and roundtable discussions 
with participating restaurant and 
foodservice industry leaders.

Participants learn new skills, as 
well as brush up on techniques 
that may go underutilized in the 
everyday routine of preparing 
meals served in military dining 
facilities and mess halls.

Networking at the forum with 
hosts and industry partners invited 
to attend is an opportunity for 
the service members to pick up 
best practices and personal career 
experiences.

Hennessy Travelers’ Association 
(HTA) Award of Excellence candi-
dates are selected each year by the 
Hennessy evaluators working in 
two regions: Eastern Hemisphere 
Category and Western Hemisphere 
Category.

An Award of Excellence is made 
to an individual selected by each 
evaluation team from among the 
installations they visited as the 
most outstanding foodservice 
person. Out of the individuals 
nominated, winners exemplify the 
highest standards of professional-
ism, attitude and culinary skill.

The candidates are pictured 
below and were asked to provide 
their thoughts about what the 
nomination means to them. Re-
sponses were received from all of 
the candidates.

Awaiting the
Decision

Forum for Culinary Excellence Culminates 
Training with Award of Excellence Selection
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AIRMAN 1ST CLASS AMY KLAVITER
509TH FSS, WHITEMAN AFB, MO.
“I was surprised and thrilled 

when I heard the news 
that I was nominated for the 
Hennessy Traveler Award. As 
a young airman, I wasn’t even 
aware of the award, let alone 
that I was nominated for it 
this early in my career. I feel 
grateful that something I love 
doing is being recognized and 
appreciated by my peers. I am 
truly excited to see where my 
career is headed.”

SENIOR AIRMAN JADE TRUETT
55TH FSS, OFFUTT AFB, NEB.
“Being nominated for the Hen-

nessy Traveler Award was 
very shocking! I had no idea I 
was even being considered. The 
food specialists here at Offutt 
are all so incredible. Each and 
every member of our team does 
an outstanding job day in and 
day out, which is exactly why we 
won the Hennessy Award. So, to 
say I was surprised is true to the 
core. I consider myself to be a 
pretty well-rounded airman. I can work in any posi-
tion that I am placed, and will conquer any task to 
the best of my ability. It just so happened that when 
the Hennessy evaluators visited, I was working in the 
storeroom. I was in charge of all ordering and receiv-
ing, and maintaining accountability of all subsistence 
within the facility. During the inspection an evalua-
tor approached me and asked, ‘If your prime vendor 
doesn’t deliver an item, what do you do? How do you 
handle that?’ To which I responded, ‘Oh no sir, that 
doesn’t happen. You see, as soon as I place my orders, 
I wait about two hours, then contact the vendor rep-
resentatives myself to ask if they have received the 
order, and to notify me of anything that will not be 
delivered. If they notify me that an item will not be 
delivered, I immediately notify the facility manager 
and the production manager so that we can change 
the production logs ahead of time to accommodate 
for the missing item.’

When the HTA nominee was announced, that same 
evaluator told me that the reason I was selected was 
for my ability to solve a problem before it happens.”

AIRMAN SAVANNAH WEST
786TH FSS, RAMSTEIN AB, 
GERMANY
“Being nominated for 

the Hennessy Award 
is pretty exhilarating. Espe-
cially with this being my 
first duty base and go-round 
with food! I am looking for-
ward to the experiences that 
come with this award and 
meeting new people along 
the way. I am very passion-
ate about my job, and I am 
just overjoyed to have been 
nominated. Great feeling I tell you, great feeling!”

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS ISATA TUCKER
87TH FSS, JB MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, N.J.
“When [Jara] Allen called me up as a Hennessy traveler, I was exhilarated, ex-

cited to be exact. This was my first Hennessy experience, and I had planned 
to give 100 percent; and that’s exactly what the foodservice team at McGuire AFB 
and I did. Being selected from all my coworkers and fellow Air Force members was a 
highlight of my career. Being selected by the Hennessy team not only makes me feel 
one step above, but proud to know that I am among the best. From the Hennessy 
speech with my coworkers, Airman 1st Class [Michael Miko] Borbon and civilian 
Cook [Edward] Lewis, to the evaluation in the kitchen, I’m glad that the evaluators 
noticed and chose me to represent McGuire AFB. I know it could have been anyone, 
because we all did an outstanding Job. The Hennessy nomination means getting 
recognized for all the hard work not only by me, but all the hard work my cowork-
ers do every day in Halverson Hall and the Flight Kitchen.”
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SENIOR AIRMAN THOMAS McGARRY
27TH SOFSS, CANNON AFB, N.M.
“It is an honor and a hard-earned privilege to have 

been selected for this prestigious award. I could not 
have accomplished this without the teamwork of both 
the military and civilian Pecos Trail staff members, and 
excellent leadership. I’m proud to represent the 27th 
Special Operations Wing and Air Force Special Opera-
tions Command, and have every intention of gaining 
as much as I can from this upcoming experience not 
only for myself, but to share with my team and future 
airmen I may lead.”

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS KRIZANN HINAHON
355TH FSS, DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB, ARIZ.
“I’ve only been in for a year in the Air Force. I 

knew nothing about the Hennessy Awards; all I 
knew was we were being evaluated on how proficient 
we run our business. If it wasn’t for the preparation 
my team trained me on, I wouldn’t have received 
such an honorable award; so I’m very thankful for 
receiving such a gem.”

SENIOR AIRMAN AUDREY MANIS
134TH FSS, MCGHEE TYSON 
ANGB, TENN.
“Nothing gives me more satis-

faction than to see a smile 
on our customers’ faces after taking 
a big bite out of a chocolate fudge 
brownie or light and fluffy piece of 
pound cake.”

AIRMAN ASHLEE BARKELOO
182ND FSS, PEORIA, ILL.
“Winning this award has motivated me into 

furthering my career as a chef. I believe this 
will help me achieve my goals of opening my own 
restaurant.”

AIRMAN 1ST CLASS 
AMANDA GILL
185TH FSS, SIOUX CITY, 
IOWA
“I feel honored and 

blessed to be recog-
nized as the top performer 
amongst my team, which 
I feel already practices the 
core values for the Hen-
nessy Travelers Award.”

SENIOR AIRMAN 
NORMAN MARTINEZ
374TH FSS, YOKOTA AB, 
JAPAN
“Winning the John 

L .  H e n n e s s y 
Travelers Award means a 
great deal to me because 
for my entire life I have 
dreamed of becoming a 
world-renowned chef, and 
this is just one more step 
to reaching that dream.”

HTA NOMINEES IN REGION 2 (WESTERN HEMISPHERE)
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