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Outdoor
EVENTS

coal grills, Cambro beverage containers, 
utensils and cash registers. 

Turner explained that Basic Train-
ing Graduation is noteworthy because 
“weekly graduation ceremonies are spe-
cial events for soldiers graduating from 
basic training, and the visitors who come 
to celebrate the soldiers’ achievements. 

“This particular Basic Training 
Graduation was extraordinary because 
fi rst lady Michelle Obama attended. She 
visited Fort Jackson to learn how child-
hood obesity and physical inactivity 
affects the military and what the Army 
does to improve soldier readiness. When 
we learned nutrition was a topic of her 
visit, we realized we needed to offer 
healthy options in our concession stand.

“In addition to offering burgers and 
chips or donuts for breakfast, we added 
grilled chicken sandwiches, offered 
apples or chips and offered breakfast 
items such as yogurt parfaits and fruit 
cups. We knew it was going to be cold 
and we would sell a lot of coffee and hot 
chocolate. We added hot apple cider as 
a healthier option to the hot chocolate.” 

Enjoying the Great Outdoors
An FMWR staff member grills chicken dur-
ing Basic Training Graduation ceremonies 

at Fort Jackson, S.C. 
(FORT JACKSON MWR PHOTO BY 

DAVID G. SHOEMAKER) 

With spring and summer on the 
horizon, a host of outdoor events 

will take place on military bases around 
the world during the next few months. 

Morale, welfare and recreation 
(MWR) personnel are already planning 
a full slate of outdoor events, including 
barbecues, festivals, concerts and movie 
screenings. Ensuring that the proper 
equipment is on hand, such as grills, 
tables, chairs and tents, is essential to 
pulling off a successful outdoor event for 
the benefi t of servicemembers and their 
families. 

Military Club & Hospitality takes a 
look at a few MWR outdoor events that 
took place recently, and what made these 
events a success. 

BASIC TRAINING GRADUATION 
Basic Training Graduation is a 

crowning achievement for soldiers sta-
tioned at Fort Jackson, S.C. When the 
fi rst lady attends, the importance of the 
event is even more magnifi ed. 

That is exactly what happened re-
cently as fi rst lady Michelle Obama ad-

dressed Basic Training Graduates during 
the ceremony held on Jan. 27 at Hilton 
Field. 

Rose Ann Turner, chief of the Fam-
ily and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
Command’s (FMWRC’s) business op-
erations division, Fort Jackson, S.C., 
explained that FMWR personnel were 
hard at work setting up their concession 
stand for the estimated 5,000 attendees 
to enjoy a variety of food and beverages. 

“Our concessions were open at 9 
a.m. when visitors were allowed through 
security and closed 30 minutes after the 
completion of the ceremony, which was 
approximately 2:30 p.m.,” she said. 

Among the food and beverage items 
offered to guests were: cheeseburgers or 
hamburgers, Hormel all-beef hot dogs, 
grilled chicken sandwiches, yogurt par-
faits, fruit cups, Krispy Kreme donuts, 
coffee, hot chocolate, hot apple cider, 
Amp energy drinks, Gatorade and bot-
tled Pepsi products. 

Equipment used at the event included 
canopies, tables, Rubbermaid tubs that 
kept beverages cold, four large char-


