
Lodging casegoods contract, Diaz said. As a result, Sorrentino 
Mariani will supply casegoods for the 14 Marine Corps TLFs 
worldwide, beginning with the de Treville House at MCAS 
Beaufort, S.C., and the Miramar Inn at MCAS Miramar, Calif. 

Marine Corps TLFs will feature furniture from Sorrentino 
Mariani’s Woodrow Group, including headboards, cabinets, 
desks, coffee tables, end tables and bathroom vanities. 

Diaz noted that the company is still in the process of revis-
ing drawings and getting everything set for the TLFs.  “Once 
all the standards are in place, the Marine Corps will purchase 
Sorrentino Mariani furniture for their TLFs,” she said, adding 
that furniture delivery is not expected to begin until 2012. 

Casegoods are essential com-
ponents of any military lodg-

ing facility. After all, who could go 
without such room necessities as a 
dresser, nightstand and desk when 
staying on base? 

Sorrentino Mariani, a full-service 
manufacturer of contract furniture, 
has supplied casegoods for military 
lodging facilities for more than a 
decade. 

The company has held an Air Force 
Lodging casegoods contract for 12 
straight years, covering six different 
contracts — a casegoods-only contract; 
package-room contract; temporary 
lodging facility (TLF) new construc-
tion contract; theme-room contract; 
and the casegoods contract it currently 
holds, which has been renewed once. 

Brenda Diaz, Sorrentino Mariani 
project manager, explained that Air 
Force Inns developed a standards pro-
gram and selected three different lines 
of Sorrentino Mariani furniture they 
wanted — Transitional, featuring the 
company’s Aspen and Sinclaire lines and Woodrow Group; 
Traditional, featuring Woodrow; and Mission, featuring the 
Scotts Creek line. 

Each manager selects from three different fi nishes — light, 
medium and dark — of the Sorrentino Mariani line chosen for 
his or her respective lodging facility, essentially streamlining 
the selection and purchasing process. 

“The purpose of the standardization contracts was to stan-
dardize the overall look of Air Force Inns and to simplify the 
design and procurement process around the world,” Diaz noted. 

The Marine Corps recently standardized its lodging program 
— Inns of the Corps — and will purchase off the Air Force 

STANDARDIZED CASEGOODS 

Sorrentino Mariani supplies casegoods for Air Force Inns, including Langley 
Inns at Langley AFB, Va. (PHOTO COURTESY OF SORRENTINO MARIANI) 
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“Oak and other solid wood products are some of the best-
quality materials available, and can easily be refi nished to look 
as good as or even better than new furniture,” Insenga noted.

The process of refi nishing furniture is productive and ef-
fi cient. Expert refurbishment teams can typically complete 10 
or more rooms of furniture a day.  

“Across the military and multiple other government agen-
cies, refi nishing furniture is becoming more widely deployed 
as a cost-effective, environment-friendly way to make a posi-
tive impact on the quality of life for soldiers and their fami-
lies,” Insenga said. “Each refi nished piece of furniture has 
value, and with proper care, can continue to serve its duty for 
many years to come.” 

—MCH

BENEFITS OF REFINISHING 

Impacted by the same concerns 
faced by the civilian sector, the 

military is taking a closer look at 
the sustainability of limited natu-
ral resources and the reduction of 
energy consumption, as well as 
taking aggressive actions to con-
trol and reduce costs. 

Mario Insenga, president and 
founder, The Refi nishing Touch, 
cited a recent  article that stated 
that Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates asked the armed services to 
fi nd at least $100 billion worth of 
“effi ciency savings” over the next 
fi ve years in an effort to move 
military spending from “a culture 
of endless money” to one of “sav-
ings and restraint.”

In addition to the growing 
cost of acquiring assets, the cost 
of the military’s demand for fur-
niture accounts for environmen-
tal costs (including cutting, transporting and drying trees), 
the energy used in cutting and shaping wood, and the atmo-
spheric impact resulting from the use of adhesives and fi n-
ishes.

“In military facilities, furniture has a hard life; wear and 
tear is heavy and pieces begin to look worn very rapidly,” In-
senga explained. “As a result, facility managers must decide 
whether to place orders for new furniture and haul old pieces 
off to landfi lls, or undertake more cost-effective methods to 
refurbish and refi nish their assets.” 

In many military facilities, existing furniture is built from 
higher-quality materials than are available today in the re-
placement market, he added. 
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