
events held each year at JBLM. And 
combined with the many FMWR support facilities outside, the 
joint base provides many events that families can attend together.

“We have our large MWR Festival Tent, which we use 
throughout the year for a variety of functions,” noted Rick Ran-
dle, chief, Community Recreation Division. “We had our St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration in the tent on March 16 with live Irish 
music and dancers and Guinness on tap.” 

Randle said that providing high-quality FMWR facilities 
and events is of the utmost importance at this high operational 
tempo joint base.

“We have been at war for the past 10 years, 
and JB Lewis-McChord has played an integral 
part in sending soldiers to the deployed areas,” 
he pointed out. “And one of the key elements to 
MWR is that we take care of a soldier’s family 
when a soldier is deployed. And if we do our jobs 
right, when that soldier is in a deployed area, he 

is able to concentrate on his job at hand be-
cause he knows his family is being 

taken care of back here at JBLM.  
We take that role very seriously, 
and our command here has been 
very supportive of MWR, provid-
ing the necessary funding to do 
the things that we have done in 
our facilities.”

The joint base also has out-
door facilities for big special 
events, such as the annual 4th 
of July celebration, as well as 
festivals and concerts. “We 
even renovated an old baseball 
stadium that was built in 1949, 
and turned that into a really nice 
outdoor special events venue,” 

JB Lewis-Mcchord FMwr hosts NuMerous ANNuAL eveNts

The Art of Hospitality

The Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
(FMWR) professionals at JB Lewis-McChord (JBLM), 

Wash., have made an art form out of hosting big events on 
post. Whether it is the recent St. Patrick’s Day Celebration or 
the annual Oktoberfest and 4th of July Freedom Fest celebra-
tions, the continued success of these events, and the smiling 
faces of service members and their families, are a testament 
to their overall importance for morale and family cohesion. 

The MWR Festival Tent, located behind Bowl Arena 
Lanes, provides an ideal setting for get-togethers, celebra-

tions, concerts and other 
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arketing 

The MWR Festival 
Tent provides the per-
fect setting for events 
such as Oktoberfest 

pictured here.

The MWR Festival Tent 
provides the ideal set-

ting for the many events, 
festivals and concerts held 

each year at JBLM.
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Randle noted.
For St. Patrick’s Day, JBLM FMWR organized a St. Pat-

rick’s Day celebration to coincide with the annual St. Patty’s 
Day 5K or 10K run, which attracted nearly 600 runners dressed 
in their best green. Soon after the race, traditional Irish mu-
sic performed by Tiller’s Folly filled the festival tent on Lewis 
Main. While some runners chose to recover from the race with 
fruit and water, others, along with their family and friends, 
warmed up with bangers and mash (Irish sausage and pota-
toes). Those of age even enjoyed Irish stout beer after the race. 
Irish-themed door prizes were raffled throughout the morning, 
and hats were sold to those who forgot to wear their green.

Another popular event held in the MWR Fest Tent, Okto-
berfest, features German-themed music, entertainment, food 
and brew.  The menu at JBLM’s Oktoberfest celebration fea-
tures schnitzel, bratwurst, potato salad and sauerkraut. Meals 
can be bought a la carte starting at $1 or as a menu starting 
at $6. German specialty beers are available for purchase for 
those 21 and older. 

In addition, a variety of live bands take the stage throughout 
the day. Last year, the Bonnie Birch Bavarian Band provided 
traditional accordion and tuba music. British Export, a world-
renowned Beatles tribute band also played. The day’s music 
ended with live-band Rockstar Karaoke, giving Oktoberfest at-
tendees a chance to belt out their favorite tunes on stage.

In terms of size and scope, the July 4th Freedom Fest cele-
bration is the trademark event for FMWR, attracting more than 
30,000 people to the joint base for some fun and relaxation. 

“Fourth of July should always bring a sense of community, 
and this is that JBLM community event,” said Recreation Spe-
cialist and Supervisor Bill Strock. “This is their day to relax 
and have a good time, too, and I hope they feel that we’ve 
provided them entertainment on a day that’s worthy of them.”

The combination of rides, entertainment, games, food and 

ideal weather made for an im-
pressive turnout last year. Head-
lining the evening’s entertainment last year was Gary Sinise 
and the Lt. Dan Band, along with The Classy Chassis show, 
which featured a near record of more than 200 cars.

In addition to all of these great annual events, JBLM also 
has some great destination spots for service members and 
their families, including American Lake, which is partially 
located on base. 

“The lake is four miles long, and we have a marina and 
shoreline park, which has a waterfront park with a beach 
house and snack shack,” noted Randle. 

The outdoor recreation program is located on the lake, 
and the popular area offers 13 log cabins, a 55-space RV park, 
campgrounds and community Club — all overlooking the lake.

“We rent kayaks and paddleboats right there at Shoreline 
Park, and we have a floating dock that is 30 yards off-shore 
with a slide, which is part of the swimming area,” Randle 
explained. “We also do three triathlons per year at Shoreline 
Park, and offer picnic pavilions, restrooms and picnic areas 
with grills. It is a great place on warm days, for families, and 
for units to do their organizational days. From mid-June to 
August, there is a unit function going on as well as family 
picnicking on the weekends.”

JBLM is hoping to upgrade some of the pavilions at Shore-
line Park, which will “be enhanced and more enjoyable than in 
the past,” said Randle. 

Overall, having quality facilities and outstanding program-
ming for soldiers, spouses and family members is a top prior-
ity for FMWR. 

“Our role is very important, and taking care of the fami-
lies and giving them some positive recreational activities to 
enhance their quality of life is vitally important,” said Randle.

—MCH

The annual 4th of July 
Freedom Fest event at-
tracts more than 30,000 

people to JBLM.
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