
I n the Garmisch-Partenkirchen area of Germany’s beautiful Ba-
varian Alps is the Edelweiss Lodge and Resort, a retreat that 
has reinvigorated the morale and well-being of weary service 

members since the close of World War II with a variety of activi-
ties and amenities year-round.

Nestled at the foot of Zugspitze, Germany’s tallest mountain, 
Edelweiss Lodge is a new, modern, multi-functional Armed Forces 
Recreation  Center (AFRC) with 246 guest rooms, three restaurants, 
a snack bar, a fitness center, a wellness club with sauna, swimming 
pool, a hot tub and a massage therapy program.

The facility also has 17,000 square feet of flexible meeting 
space with the ability to conduct classified conferences and an 
underground parking garage.

Every guest room has a picture-postcard view of the Bavar-
ian Alps, which are the scenic backdrop for winter snow sports, 
including a satellite ski lodge, an instruction school with private 
ski slope, equipment rental and restaurant.

In addition, there are 12 vacation cabins with an adjacent 
campground.

Outdoor activities in the warmer seasons include Alpine hik-
ing adventures with a choice of trails to discover everything the 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen area has to offer from Edelweiss Resort 
to Reissersee and AlspiX to Kreuzeck Lift Station or St. Martin-
Hütte on Kramer Mountain to ascending Wank Mountain and 
riding the cable car down.

“This June [24 to 26] we will celebrate our 10th year of Ride 
the Alps Motorcycle Rally,” said Clesson D. Allman, general man-
ager, Edelweiss Lodge and Resort. “Over 250 adults will ride their 
motorcycles to Garmisch to enjoy the incredibly scenic roads and 
camaraderie between riders.”

Seasonally appropriate tours and recreational activities are 
hosted throughout the year, along with special events in observance 
of major U.S. holidays.

“We offer Karaoke weekly at Zuggy’s Base Camp and host 
Armed Forces Entertainment shows touring Europe throughout the 
year,” Allman continued. “We are clearly a ‘resort for all seasons.’ 
We believe that each guest finds something about the resort that 
resonates, regardless of their individual interests.”

Edelweiss’s four food and beverage options are another con-
venient amenity that keeps guests sufficiently fueled with energy 
for all the activities during their stay. Each is designed for specific 
occasions from formal or casual to comfort or fast.

Pullman Place is in the tradition of an upscale restaurant, fea-
turing signature steaks and other items from the grill, along with 
a variety of mouthwatering side dishes.

Market Station is what Allman considers Edelweiss’s primary 
restaurant, or everyday choice for guests. The buffet-style restaurant 
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serves a full American breakfast to begin the day and features 
a variety of rotating-theme menus at dinner, such as Mediter-
ranean, German, Caribbean and “Home Cookin’.”

“The dinner offerings were revamped about a year ago, and 
have proven to be popular with our guests,” he said.

Zuggy’s Base Camp is the choice for guests needing to 
relax or socialize. The sports bar has a menu built around a 
variety of pizzas and wings. “We are currently incorporating 
“specials” to increase the number of options,” Allman said.

The POiNT is Edelweiss’s solution to quickly satisfy a 
craving. Co-located with the resort’s pool and fitness center, 
The POiNT features Starbucks coffee, smoothies, a soup of 
the day and a variety of specialty sandwiches. The sandwich 
menu and recipes were revamped last year.

Each of the restaurants receives food service supplies from 
the same sources. “Our primary sources are our SPV [Subsis-
tence Prime Vendor],  Sysco, and the Defense Commissary 
Agency,” he said. “We also procure subsistence items from 
various local vendors.”

GUEST ROOMS
Inside, Edelweiss underwent a recent renovation project 

that involved re-carpeting the lodge’s guest rooms, corridors 
and the lobby. The renovation included installing carpeting 
manufactured by Shaw Industries, room equipment/supplies 
from IRT, sheer and blackout curtains from RMP (Rooms Made 
Perfect) and  Philips coffee makers. New bedding used in the 

rooms include Comfortwill sheets and pillowcases, Luxsoft 
duvets/comforters and Dreamlover queen pillows.

This year, $1.8 million is also being spent to renovate the 
swimming pool and replace/update all of the conference center’s 
audio-visual presentation equipment.

Interior design is performed by Army Installation Manage-
ment Command headquarters, G9, with work performed by 
companies hired for each project.

Guest accommodations at Edelweiss feature a standard 
room that is configured to sleep either two adults on one king-
size bed or four adults on two queen-size beds with space for 
a baby crib.

Rooms made accessible under the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act have the same configurations except for bathrooms, 
which have a walk-in shower with fold-down seat.

Larger groups sharing accommodations have three increasingly 
larger options: Junior Suite, Loft Suite and Deluxe Loft Suite.

The Junior Suite sleeps two to six adults on two queen-size 
beds plus a double-size sleeper sofa and comfortable seating area.

Next up in size is the Loft Suite, which has two levels, sleeps 
up to six adults and has an open-floor plan with no doors. The 
master bedroom is located upstairs and has two queen-sized 
beds, while the living room is downstairs and has a double-
sized sleeper sofa plus a comfortable seating area. There is a 
bathroom on each level.

Deluxe Loft Suite is the largest room option. It comprises 
two levels and sleeps up to 10 adults. Like the Loft Suite, it 
has an open-floor plan with no doors, and the master bedroom 
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upstairs has a king-sized bed plus a double-sized sleeper sofa. 
Downstairs is a separate bedroom furnished with two queen-
size beds and located off the living room, which has a double-
sized sleeper sofa and a comfortable seating area. There is a 
bathroom on each level.

Eligibility to stay at Edelweiss is controlled by Army Europe 
Regulation 600-700. Reservations are encouraged to be made 
in advance and are accepted up to a year ahead of arrival.

Generally, it is open to U.S. military personnel on active 
duty when assigned to or on temporary duty in Germany; U.S. 
National Guard and Reserve Component personnel on active 
duty or temporary duty to Germany; and persons attending 
a U.S. military academy while assigned to perform duty in 
Germany.

Also eligible are family members of active duty U.S. military 
personnel assigned to or on temporary duty in Germany who 
possess a Department of Defense identification card.

Rates vary by season and promotions are available. Summer 
specials being promoted on the Edelweiss Lodge and Resort 
website at press time include 15 percent off three nights (valid 
Sunday through Thursday) for all ranks in a shared room plus 
free breakfast for two adults at the Market Station Restaurant.

Another is a three-night weekend for stays in standard rooms 
only Thursday through Sunday for all ranks, with 10 percent 
savings on activities, including all Edelweiss Resort guided 
tours, massage treatments and bike rentals. Lift tickets and 
contracted activities are not valid for a discount.

A four-night package is $349 per person based on two adults 
in a room, $698 for two people. Separate pricing is available for 
E1 through E6. The package is valid Sunday through Thursday 
for two adults in a standard Alpine-view room; there is an ad-

ditional cost for extra people. Extras include daily breakfast 
in the Market Station restaurant for two adults and vouchers 
for a $100 guided tour and $60 massage.

HISTORY
Edelweiss’s prime attraction is its central location and 

convenient access to the rest of Europe. “Just 56 miles from 
Munich, 34 miles from Innsbruck, and convenient as well to 
Switzerland, Italy and the Czech Republic, the Edelweiss Lodge 
and Resort is located in the heart of Europe,” he said. “Our 
facilities are literally second-to-none, and our staff strives to 
provide excellent service and make each guest’s stay special.”

Service members have made a tradition of coming to the 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen region seeking rest and relaxation. 
“For over 70 years, the Armed Forces Recreation Centers in 
Europe have supported the U.S. European Command with rest 
and recreation facilities at various locations in the beautiful 
Bavarian Alps,” Allman said.

AFRCs were established in the winter of 1945-46 as rest 
and recreation centers for the U.S. occupation forces, and im-
mediately initiated programs to enhance the morale and well-
being of war-weary soldiers.

“In the spring of 2000, U.S. Army senior leadership and 
Congress approved plans to consolidate AFRC-Europe and 
construct a modern resort hotel in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
the site of some of our legacy properties,” Allman said. “The 
Edelweiss Lodge and Resort sustains the long AFRC Europe 
tradition of providing lodging, recreational activities, sports, 
tours and cultural exposure for members of the U.S. defense 
community and their families.”    —MCH
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