
RFID Technology 
Moves Locking 
Systems Into Future 
More than two decades ago, the in-

troduction of electronic key readers 
revolutionized locking systems in the lodging 
industry, including housing facilities on military 
bases and other types of government facilities. 

These electronic magnetic-stripe door locks 
make it simple to grant access as needed to specif-
ic individuals for allotted periods. Due to the rapid 
turnover of residents in military housing, electron-
ic magnetic-stripe locks have proven to be an ideal 
solution for government facilities by eliminating 
the need to re-key or replace locks when keys are 
lost or stolen. 

Addressing the high security requirements at 
military installations, electronic magnetic-stripe 
door locks also provide the benefit of an audit trail, 
enabling remote tracking of who has attempted to 
gain access to a specific area and at what time. 

Since the introduction of electronic key read-
ers, the lodging industry has seen several techno-
logical advancements in locking technology that 
increase functionality for military applications. 

Radio frequency identification (RFID) locking 
technology has begun to emerge as a preferred op-
tion to replace magnetic-stripe readers due to the 
flexibility it provides.

RFID transmits radio waves to exchange data 
between the reader and a tag embedded in the ac-
cess object. This makes for limitless options — 
such as plastic cards, wristbands or fobs — for the 
purpose of identification and tracking. 

To unlock a door, the user needs only to hold 
the RFID tag near the reader, making for an intui-
tive user experience. Furthermore, the technology 
eliminates the inconvenience of magnetic keycards 
that could become accidentally demagnetized.

VingCard Elsafe, a hospitality security provider 
and part of the Assa Abloy Hospitality Group, fea-
tures a customizable line of RFID contact-less lock-
ing systems called Signature RFID and Classic RFID. 
Both products offer the same advanced technology, 
with Classic RFID designed to retrofit existing elec-
tronic key readers, and the sleeker Signature RFID 
intended for new-build and renovated facilities.

VingCard’s RFID electronic locking systems 
provide convenience and ease of operation. Each 
keycard provides automated updates to building 
administrators, allowing staff to receive important 
information in near real time about what access 
points are being entered, as well as technical up-
dates like low battery. 

As an added bonus, VingCard’s RFID locking 
systems enhance “green” and sustainable initia-

Sustainable Cleaning 
To help lodging facility managers reduce building contaminants, 

minimize environmental impact and lower the overall cost to clean, 
Nilfisk-Advance — a manufacturer of commercial and industrial floor-
cleaning equipment — offers a variety of equipment that meets the re-
quirements for a sustainable cleaning equipment certification program. 

With multiple vacuums, automatic walk-behind scrubbers and rider-
scrubbers adhering to the requirements specified by the Leadership for 
Energy and Environmental Design for Existing Buildings: Operations 
and Maintenance Rating System (LEED-EBOM), Nilfisk-Advance’s 
floor-cleaning equipment meets these sustainable cleaning goals, while 
satisfying the IEQ Credit 3.4. Advance provides a green cleaning solution 
for Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) facilities. 

The purchase of green cleaning equipment is a prerequisite to Indoor 
Environmental Quality (IEQ) Credit 3.4: Green Cleaning – Sustainable 
Cleaning Equipment of the LEED-EBOM rating system. This standard’s 
rating system includes requirements for vacuums, automatic scrubbers 
and other powered cleaning equipment to aim to reduce building con-
taminants and minimize environmental impact. 

Here are a few examples of Nilfisk-Advance’s sustainable floor-clean-
ing equipment:

• Adgility XP backpack vacuums and Spectrum upright vacuums with 
the Carpet and Rug Institute’s (CRI’s) Seal of Approval meet high-perfor-
mance standards for soil removal, dust containment and indoor air quality. 
With sound levels below 70 dBA, these vacuums are suitable for daytime 
cleaning, reducing the need for nighttime cleaning shifts that require ad-
ditional lighting and heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC).

• The Advenger with EcoFlex System, Adfinity with EcoFlex System and 
SC750 and SC800 automatic walk-behind scrubbers meet the IEQ Credit 3.4 
by providing variable speed pumps and onboard chemical metering to help 
reduce chemical and water use. The EcoFlex System is an innovative scrub-
bing technology that allows operators to easily select the right blend of down 
pressure, water and detergent for diverse cleaning challenges.

• The Advenger rider scrubber with 
EcoFlex System and ProTerra rider 
sweeper meet the IEQ Credit 3.4 with an 
ergonomic design to minimize vibration, 
noise and user fatigue. These machines 
contribute to facility sustainability by im-
proving the health and safety of cleaning 
and maintenance staff.

The LEED-EBOM is a voluntary 
standard for defining, measuring and cer-
tifying the sustainability of an existing 

commercial building. Individual sections 
and points of the LEED-EBOM rating sys-
tem work together to define a sustainable 
facility, including the IEQ Credit 3.4.

Its floor-cleaning equipment with 
LEED certification allows MWR facil-
ity managers to implement an environ-
ment-friendly cleaning program in their 
facilities. Adhering to these standards 
establishes best practices that reduce the 
environmental impact of cleaning, im-
proves the indoor environmental qual-
ity of facilities and lowers the cost to 
clean and maintain MWR facilities.

Nilfisk-Advance’s Adfinity 
with EcoFlex System provides 

variable speed pumps and 
onboard chemical metering 
to help reduce chemical and 

water use. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NILFISK-

ADVANCE

PH
O
TO

 CO
U
RTESY O

F VIN
G
CA

R
D
 ELSA

FE

MILITARY CLUB & HOSPITALITY  |  JUNE 2011

Going
GREEN



Valley Forge Introduces 
Upholstery Fiber 

Valley Forge Fabrics, Inc. (GSA Contract# 
GS-28F-8062H), a supplier of decorative 

upholstery fabrics for the hospitality industry, has 
introduced a natural fiber for upholstery that passes 
Association of Contract Textiles (ACT) standards. 

Tencel+Plus upholstery is manufactured from 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and/or Pro-
gramme for the Endorsement of Forest Certifica-
tion (PEFC)-certified wood pulp cellulose that 
comes from Eucalyptus trees. 

FSC-certified Eucalyptus trees are rapidly re-
newable resources, and only need sunlight and rain 
to grow to their full maturity of 120 feet in eight 
years. The trees are processed with minimal energy, 
water and chemicals in a proprietary Lyocell pro-
duction process at Lenzing Fibers, a manufacturer 
of man-made cellulose fibers. 

Tencel+Plus Lyocell is the only certified textile 
from Eucalyptus engineered for hospitality and verified by Lenz-
ing Fibers for both commercial performance requirements and 
fiber origin. Each fabric carries a numbered certification from 
Lenzing. 

The collection spans five volumes, and the 413 total items 

tives, which have become an important 
mandate in military and government 
facilities. The energy-efficient system 
requires fewer battery changes than tra-
ditional electronic locks, meaning less 
waste and lower battery costs. Signa-
ture RFID’s sealed hardware design and 
solid brass handle with self-lubricating 
long-life bearings also mean less main-
tenance expenses.

With information provided by 
Ethan Mayeux, director of military 

sales, Assa Abloy Hospitality Group

Eco-Green Pillows 
A-1 Textiles, a full-service supplier 

of towels, linens, pillows and other 
hospitality products, has introduced the 
Golden Memory Eco Green Down Alter-
native Pillow. This pillow is manufactured 
by Hollander Home Fashion and is made 
out of recycled plastic water bottles.  

Hollander estimates that this pillow 
is made from approximately 30 recycled 
water bottles, so each two-pack of pillows 
contains more than 60 plastic bottles.

As one of the largest suppliers of recycled polyester in the 
industry, Hollander recently received the Best Organic/Eco-
Friendly Product award at the Textiles Industry Awards. It is 
responsible for recycling more than one million pounds of 
corrugate annually.

Through its Zero Waste strategy, Hollander selects mate-
rials with earth-friendly properties and aggressively recycles 
and reuses materials to help eliminate landfill waste.  

The Golden Memory Eco Green Down Alternative Pillow 
will be offered to military housing units and will be available 
through GSA Contract #GS-07F-0136V. 
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include clean designs, sophisticated textures and rich, dazzling 
colors. All fabrics in this collection are made in the United 
States, pass National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)  260 
Abrasion: 50,000 Double Rubs and exceed all other require-
ments for heavy-duty upholstery use.

—MCH
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