
21 nights. We get a really good response from 
all who stay here, which is reflected in the 100 percent oc-
cupancy rates on weekends.” 

Togiai, who was a manager at Hale Koa for 22 years, moved 
over to PARC when Hale Koa took over management of PARC 
four years ago. “We have been able to institute some internal 
changes, as well as some changes externally with the guests 
as well. We have seen increases in rates and productivity, 
and on the financial side of things, we have had significant 
improvement over the past three years. For occupancy, in the 
summer we have been running between 85 and 95 percent 
occupancy, and on weekends we are booked at 100 percent.”

Togiai explained that room rates are determined according 
to rank, with two-bedroom cabins starting at $99. “We do 
run specials throughout our slow periods, especially Sunday 
through Thursday, so we will do 25 percent or 50 percent off 
for extensions.” 

PARC is open to all active and retired military, including 
Coast Guard, members of the Reserve and National Guard, and 
active and retired Department of Defense civilian employees, 
family members and sponsored guests.

Former USAG-Hawaii Commander Col. Matthew Margotta, 
USA, was instrumental in supporting the development of PARC 
during his time as commander, helping secure funding for 
approximately $1.7 million in renovations and improvements 
that were made to the beach-side cabins in 2010, including 
air-conditioning upgrades, flat-screen TVs, new appliances, 
cabinets, beds and showers. 

“We are making a commitment and a signifi-
cant investment in money to ensure the Pililaau 
Army Recreation Center provides a dedicated and 
special Hawaii experience,” said Margotta during 
his time as commander. “We want our soldiers and 

The Pililaau Army Recreation Center 
(PARC), located on Pokai Bay in 
Waianae, Oahu, captures the essence of “old Hawaii” 

with beachfront property surrounded by rustic farms and homes. 
Originally called Waianae Army Recreation Center, the facility 
was officially renamed Herbert K. Pililaau Army Recreation 
Center (see sidebar on page 19) in December 2003. 

Now managed by the Hale Koa Hotel, an Armed Forces 
Recreation Center (AFRC) in Honolulu, Hawaii, PARC is 
located just 35 miles from Waikiki and 18 miles from Scho-
field Barracks, on the beautiful Leeward Coast, where gentle 
waves and white sand beaches delight swimmers, snorkelers 
and scuba enthusiasts.

“This is a wonderful ‘staycation’ for those staying on the 
island,” said PARC General Manager Dayna Togiai. “And we 
do get a lot of retirees, especially during the snowbird season, 
so we get a lot of snowbirds who come and stay for the full 

Paradise Found …
Pililaau Army Rec Center is Best-Kept Secret in Hawaii

The Pililaau Army Recreation Center 
(PARC), located on Pokai Bay, offers 
stunning views, a full-service restau-
rant and entertainment, including a 
luau (pictured here) twice a month. 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
are available at the PARC, 
including entertainment such 

as luaus and live music. 
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Honoring the Fallen

The Pililaau Army Recreation Center, formerly the Waianae Army Rec-
reation Center, is named in honor of Hawaii’s first Medal of Honor 

recipient, Pvt. 1st Class Herbert Kaili Pililaau. The official dedication was 
held on Dec. 12, 2003 at the newly-renamed Herbert K. Pililaau Army Rec-
reation Center in Waianae.

Pililaau was born in Wai’anae, Hawai’i on Oct. 10, 1928. He joined the 
Army and was sent to Korea. On Sept. 17, 1951, only days before his 23rd 
birthday, Pililaau lost his life volunteering to cover for his withdrawing pla-
toon. His Medal of Honor citation provides details: “While attempting to 
hold a key location, Pililaau’s 23rd Infantry platoon was nearly overrun by 
repeated enemy attack, and his unit was ordered to withdraw.

“Volunteering to stay behind and provide cover, the young Pililaau fired 
his weapons and threw his grenades until his ammunition exhausted. He 
continued to fight with a trench knife and bare fists until finally sustaining 
mortal wounds.

“When his position was retaken, more than 40 enemy dead were counted 
in the area he defended.”

President Truman posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor to Pili-
laau, and presented the citation to his parents. He is buried in the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.

By renaming the Waianae Army Recreation Center after Pililaau, the 
Army honors the ultimate sacrifice 
made by Pililaau, and the thou-
sands of soldiers who have come 
from Hawaii.

Pililaau was only a teenager 
during World War II when the 
current recreational area located 
alongside Pokai Bay was used as 
an amphibious vehicle landing and 
training area. Described by family 
and friends as a quiet, young man 
who studied classical music, the 
scope of Pililaau’s legacy ranges 
from a Waianae park to a Makua 
Military Reservation live-fire train-
ing range, to a Naval Strategic 
Sealift ship, the USNS Pililaau, all 
bearing his name.

PARC At A Glance
Address:

Bldg. 4070 85-010 Army Street
Waianae, Hawaii 96792

General Manager: 
Dayna Togiai

Staff:
Approximately 20 

(not including restaurant and bar)

Amenities:
• 42 beach cabins
• Two distinguished guest cabins
• Equipment rental center
• Restaurant and bar facility
• Pavilion area

Room Amenities:
Two- and three-room cabins avail-

able with AC, ceiling fans, cable TV and 
telephone, as well as a private sundeck 
and a barbecue grill. Each cabin has a full 
kitchenette with full stove and fridge, as 
well as a microwave and kitchen items 
including cooking utensils, tableware, 
dishes and linen. Daily maid service is 
available with fresh towels. 

Cabin Reservations:
Daily 8:00 am – 5:00 pm (HST)
On Oahu: (808) 696-4158 (Toll Free)
U.S. Mainland: 1-800-333-4158
Fax: (808) 696-7841

The Pililaau Army Recreation Cen-
ter, formerly the Waianae Army 
Recreation Center, is named in 
honor of Hawaii’s first Medal of 
Honor recipient, Pvt. 1st Class 

Herbert Kaili Pililaau.
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family members to embrace this spot, a location that blends 
Hawaiiana and Army values, embodied so well by the life and 
sacrifice of Pfc. Pililaau.”

He added, “I encourage our community to look again at 
Pililaau, whether it’s for a retreat, a weekend getaway or a day 
outing as a place to rest and recreate. The beach is great and 
you will not see a more beautiful sunset on Oahu.”

PARADISE FOUND
PARC comprises 42 beach cabins, two distinguished guest 

cabins, an equipment rental center, restaurant and bar facility 
and cove pavilion area for group outings. Two- and three-
room cabins are available with AC, ceiling fans, cable TV and 
telephone, as well as a private sundeck and barbecue grill. 
Each cabin has a full kitchenette with full stove and fridge, 
as well as a microwave and kitchen items including cooking 
utensils, tableware, dishes and linen. Daily maid service is 
available with fresh towels.

“Currently, we are painting all of the cabin interiors, and 
hopefully by the end of this fiscal year we are getting new 
furniture,” said Togiai.

The Equipment Rental Center offers everything needed to 
enjoy a day on the beach and in the ocean. “We have paddle-
boards, boogie boards, surfboards and kayaks, as well as a 

thing called ‘fun island,’ an inflatable piece that is geared for 
the kids,” said Togiai.

“Day trips to PARC offer some of the most pristine beaches 
in the islands, with a variety of beach and ocean activities 
fully supported by on-site equipment rentals.”

The restaurant and bar, which is run by a concessionaire, 
is open Monday through Friday for lunch and dinner, from 11 
a.m. to 11 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. The facility also hosts events 
including weddings, birthday parties and graduations, along 
with meeting facilities for active duty, retirees, Department 
of Defense and federal employees. “From Thursday through 
Saturday we have live music and entertainment,” noted Togaia. 

A staff of approximately 20 is needed to run the PARC, not 
including the restaurant. “We have housekeeping, front office, 
lifeguards, maintenance and grounds,” noted Togiai. “We tie 
into Hale Koa training, so the lifeguards have their training 
and certification, housekeeping has its yearly training. We are 
in compliance with Hale Koa for all training requirements.”

As a Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) veteran with 
more than 20 years experience in Army hospitality, Togiai 
said she is really looking forward to “completing all of the 
improvement and renovations over the next year, and breathing 
some new life into the facilities.”   —MCH

Gentle waves and white sand 
beaches delight swimmers, snor-
kelers and scuba enthusiasts alike.
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